
From The Left Seat
By Bob Bos, Wing Leader

LANSING EAA PANCAKE FLY IN A SUCCESS
The Lansing EAA Pancake Fly In on June 6 was a suc-
cess. With the exception of a brief thunderstorm in the 
afternoon, we accomplished several passenger rides as 
well as giving tours and selling PX. The atmosphere at the 
airport was full of enthusiasm and excitement. In addition 
to the usual aircraft flying in for the event, they had numer-
ous beautiful antique automobiles displayed. The C-47 
was the largest aircraft on the field and was located front 
and center near the old Ford Hangar. We accomplished 
four passenger flights carrying a total of twenty eight pas-
sengers. It was really gratifying to see the reactions of the 
passengers as they flew in this WWII aircraft. Many have 
parents that were pilots or paratroopers involved with the 
C-47 during WWII. It is our goal to solicit groups to fly from 
Lansing up along Lake Michigan to Chicago. Some pas-
sengers showed an interest in this type of activity.

From a financial point of view, we almost did as well as 
flying a weekend airshow away from the airport. Since all 
our activity was out of Lansing, the Black Sparrow didn’t 
have to fly any meaningful distance. If we could have 
done this for two days, it would have been equivalent to 
a well producing airshow including appearance fees. We 
accomplished all of this without an appearance fee. The 
wing has to actively pursue this type of flying, for it is prov-
ing to be profitable and a hedge against a thin airshow 
season. It will require aggressive advertising, particularly 
if the flying is not tied into a special event.

The members participating in this event were Bob Bos, 
Leigh Smith, Steve Sikorski, Tim Scott, Kelly Scott, Bob 
Schickel, Gary Sprigg, Sharon Sprigg, Fred Ferber, 
Keith Kurzeja, Tony Mireles, Rey Mireles, and Art Klein. 
Everyone made it a success for our wing.

WINGS OVER AKRON, AKRON FULTON AIRPORT
From June 13-15, the Black Sparrow participated in the 
airshow at the Akron Fulton Airport. We have appeared 
there a few times before. It is a great show with a continu-
ous stream of aircraft flying literally all day long from noon 
until about four in the afternoon. There was every con-
ceivable aircraft displayed during this time frame, mostly 
WWII type. A few aerobatic aircraft were interspersed. We 

participated as the only large paratrooper cargo aircraft 
outside of the C-130.

The first day the show had a late start because of rain 
showers in the morning. The second day was picture per-
fect. We were fortunate enough to add to our appearance 
fee passenger rides. Sixteen people enjoyed the beauti-
ful landscape around Akron from the cabin of the Black 
Sparrow. People really enjoy the opportunity to fly aboard 
an aircraft configured as a paratrooper aircraft.

The members participating in this show were Bob Bos, 
Leigh Smith, La Verne Smith, Tony Mireles, Rey Mireles, 
Jack Mejdrich, and Gerald Butler.

TRI-STATE LIVING HISTORY ASSOCIATION, ST. LOUIS
On June 28 and 29, the C-47 participated in commemorat-
ing the 517th Airborne Division. We had done this last year 
at Manassas, Va. for the same group of Veterans. They 
were very impressed with the professionalism and cour-
tesy we had extended to them. Consequently, they wanted 
a repeat performance for their reunion in St. Louis.

Because of the flooding in the St. Louis area, we were 
hard pressed to find an airport suitable for us to do the 
jumps. The first choice was under water. The second 
choice was not workable. The third choice was a small 
airport located very near flooded land. It appeared the 
water was less than a mile away from the airport at one 
point. The airport was a small, challenging airport from 
which to operate. We had our C-47 parked in the grass 
near the runway. This gave the impression of how it must 
have looked on the battlefield during WWII. The presence 
of the aircraft attracted many sightseers for which we 
ultimately took twenty five of these people plus people 
associated with the commemoration for rides.

The first day proved to be windy with spotty showers. 
We did a practice jump run, but it was too windy for the 
Commemorative Jump Team to jump. We were con-
cerned about the following day, since the weather wasn’t 
a whole lot better. As the Veterans gathered to witness 
history in the making, no one wanted to disappoint them. 
We launched between light shower activity and hoped 
for the best. On our primary run, the wind on the ground 
literally came to a halt, which is not unusual for the type 
of shower activity experienced. We were able to perform 
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